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TAGS: ENRG, ID 

SUBJECT: BLOWOUT AT ARUN ENG PROJECT 

1 . MOBIL/PERMATIMA WILL BE ISSUING A PRESS RELEASE JUNE 5 AN- 
NOUNCING THAT A WELLHEAD BLEW OUT AT 05 14 ON JUNE 4 AT THE 
LHOK SEUKON GAS PIELD IN ACEH PROVINCE OP NORTHERN SUMATRA. THIS 
GAS PIELD IS PART OP THE ARUN LIQUID NATURAL GAS/CONDENSATE PROJECT 
UNDER CONSTRUCTION AND SCHEDULED POR A PULL OPFICIAL OPENING 
AUGUSTE NO INJURIES OCCURED. FULL EMERGENCY MEASURES ARE IN 
EPPECT. 

2. ABOVE PARAGRAPH IS PUBLIC INPORMATION BUT POLLOWING DETAILS 
ARE PYI ONLY. MOBIL OPPICIALS HERE ARE EXTREMELY SENSITIVE ABOUT 

THIS EMERGENCY, WHICH ONE MOBIL OPPICIAL CHARACTERIZED AS THE BIGGEST 
MOBIL HAS EVER HAD. THEY ASK THAT THESE DETAILS BE HANDLED POR THE 
TIME BEING IN STRICT CONPIDENCE, WITH OPPICIAL MOBIL INPORMATION 
COMING PROM THEIR PUBLIC RELATIONS OPFICER, GIL BLOUNT, IN JAKARTA. 

3. BLOWOUT OCCURRED IN A WELL THAT WAS BEING DRILLED IN CLUSTER TWO 
AT LHOK SEUKON GAS PIELD; DRILLERS, WHILE ATTEMPTING TO DISLODGE 
SOME STUCK DRILLING PIPE, HAD AN EXTRA SURGE OF PRESSURE WHICH COULD 
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NOT BE CONTROLLED. POSSIBLY FROM METAL SPARKS WHEN BLOWN OUT PIPE 
HIT DRILLING RIG, THE GAS CAUGHT EIRE SHORTLY AFTER THE BLOWOUT. 

THE PRESSURES ESCAPING HAVE INCREASED OVER THE LAST 24 HOURS. 
ENGINEERS AT SITE DO NOT AGREE ON HOW MUCH IS ESCAPING BUT THE BEST 
ESTIMATE IS 400 MILLION CUBIC FEET A DAY. (NOTE: THIS GAS PIELD 
HAS MUCH HIGHER THAN NORMAL PRESSURES AND TEMPERATURES POR WHICH 
SPECIAL EQUIPMENT HAS HAD TO BE DESIGNED; THE PRESSURE IS 7200 LBS 
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PER SQUARE INCH AS COMPARED TO USUAL 4800 LBS PSI INA GAS FIELD.) 

4. THE WELL KNOWN BLOWOUT EXPERT, RED ADAIR, WILL ARRIVE AT THE 
FIELD JUNE 6. MOBIL HOPES HE WILL HAVE SOME GOOD IDEAS 

FOR CONTROLLING THE BLOWOUT BECAUSE AT THE PRESENT TIME NO ONE KNOWS 
QUITE HOW IT WILL BE CONTAINED. DYNAMITE CANNOT BE USED BACAUSE OE 
THE FIRE. DIAGONAL DRILLING INTO THE FORMATION TO PACK IN MUD AND 
STOP THE BLOWOUT IS ONE POSSIBILITY BUT THIS, OF COURSE, WOULD 
TAKE WEEKS. 

5. MOBIL OFFICIALS HERE HAVE NOT YET ADDRESSED IMPLICATIONS 
FOR THE CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS OF THE ARUN LNG PROJECT BUT 
ADMIT THAT IT MIGHT RESULT IN SOME DELAYING EEFECT FOR THE 
AUGUST I TARGET OPENING DATE. 

ISOM 
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